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A rundown of 2015

Last year was very intense!
Highlights from 2015 included the
alliance of the PRBB-PCB animal
facilities under a single management
regime and the opening of new
spaces for the CRG-UPF Proteomics
service. The work on our facilities to
improve energy management came
to a close, and two new UPS
(uninterruptible power supplies) were
installed along with a new wifi
system.

Last spring saw a visit from 20
rectors from different German
universities, the first edition of
Biodunior, and the tenth edition of
the PRBB Award. Ten additional
Intervals courses were held and the
Open Day increased both its number
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of activities and volunteer
participation. 2015 also saw the
founding of our own PRBB
orchestra.

As 2016 begins, we are waiting for
the resolution of a FEDER project
that will allow us to make further,
necessary improvements to the
research facilities. As we start
preparing to celebrate the PRBB’s
tenth anniversary, we invite you to
explore in this website a summary of
our activities in 2015. The full report
is available in Catalan at
informederesultats2015.prbb.org

Marga Sala
Head of Administration of the PRBB
Consortium

January 2016
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The Park

The Barcelona Biomedical Research
Park (PRBB) is one of the largest
hubs of biomedical research in
southern Europe.

The seven centres located in the
park conduct science of excellence
in a wide diversity of fields, with a
critical mass of 1,500 people hailing
from 50 different countries, an
accumulated R&D budget of
approximately 90 Me per year and
cutting-edge scientific equipment.
This allows us to explore, in a unique
building, the most relevant questions
in life sciences and biomedicine
today, from the molecular up to the
populational perspective. The
physical connection of the PRBB
with the Hospital de Mar next door
also provides an excellent insight
into clinical reality.

Organisation

The PRBB Consortium manages and
maintains the park and its facilities.
It also manages the animal facility as
a scientific service. The research
centres pay for the rent of space in
relation to area and type, as well as
for various services in the park. The
park receives no structural

The PRBB coordinates together with
the centres various working groups
and committees (scientific sessions,
occupational health, information
technology, waste, etc.). It also
promotes synergies and inter-
institutional collaboration whilst
respecting the individual identities
and autonomy of the centres.

The governing council is the board
of rectors which includes
representatives from the
Government of Catalonia, Barcelona
City Council and Pompeu Fabra
University and is chaired by the
Catalan Minister for Economy and
Knowledge. The PRBB Consortium
is headed by the General Director,
Jordi Cami, and General
Administrator, Marga Sala.

Vision: The Consortium PRBB
provides an open scientific
infrastructure so that the institutions
of the park can perform biomedical
research that is internationally
competitive.

Mission: The Consortium PRBB
contributes to create the best
conditions so that the scientific
community of the park is successful.

subsidies.
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Highlights of the year 2015

The #passion4science
campaign

With the goal to plant the seeds
where future scientists will arise from,
the PRBB launched in March the
#passiondscience campaign, asking
researchers from around the world
why and at what time their scientific
vocation awoke. During the BioJunior
event, a video with a selection of

The PRBB Open Day

On Saturday, 3rd October, for the
eighth year in a row, the PRBB
opened its doors to the public.
Almost 300 volunteers and more
than 3,500 visitors shared a day
that started off a bit damp, but not
enough to quench people’s desire to
experience science first-hand.

More than 2,300 people visited the
building, taking one of the eleven
parallel routes that passed through
different labs or core facilities, and
where the researchers explained
their work. While the parents had a
tour, around 140 kids aged between
3 and 8 had the opportunity to
experience first-hand how maggots
smell. About 700 people grew the
microbes from their skin on a plate,
with and without deodorant. They
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more than 100 contributions received
so far, was presented. The
#passiondscience campaign
continues on social networks, and
you can go see all the comments
received here.

had to wait two days for the results,
and you can check them out at
openday.prbb.org. More than 1,000
DNA extractions were made, and
about 1,200 visitors observed
microorganisms down the
microscopes in the square.

Experiments for the little ones,
specialised workshops for the older
folk, and guided tours of the labs for
all were only part of what was on
offer. Eleven lectures by researchers
at the park, two photo exhibitions
and a science café on vaccines put
the finishing touches to a day full of
science, in which more talks and
workshops were taking place next
door at the Mar University Campus
Open Day.
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BioJunior,

encouraging scientific vocations

April 17 was the first edition of
Biodunior, organised by the PRBB
centres for students in the last year
of secondary school and doing the
first year of baccalaureate. About
300 students and teachers will have
the opportunity to do a guided tour
to the park, visit a lab and a core
facility, listen to a scientific
conference and participate in several
activities organised at the inner
square of the PRBB.

The event coincides with the tenth
anniversary of the PRBB Prize for
research by high school students
organised by the UPF and PRBB,
which this year has received 270
entries. Some of the winners of the
first edition are now doing research
in one of the groups at the park. But

PRBB PCB
Animal Facility Alliance

it is the stage before this when the
demand grows from science
teachers, to guide students. It is the
perfect moment to address scientific
concerns and plant the seeds that
will grow into future scientists. Also,
the initiative #passion4science has
been put in place to ask scientists
when the scientific spark was set
alight for them.

Getting to know the PRBB and the
centres that make it up, listening to
the scientists that work there and
being led into the labs and services
by those very researchers will surely
be a stimulating experience for the
young students and could be the
starting point of a scientific career in
this passionate world.

Interview of J.M. Caballero in El-lipse: “The alliance will foster collaboration
between groups at the two institutions” in June 2015

In December 2014, the agreement
for the alliance between the PCB
and PRBB animal facilities, the two
largest in Catalonia, was signed. The
fusion involves a total area of 7,000
m’ between the two sites (with the
possibility of expanding into 2000 m
more), 60 employees and 600 users.
Promoted by the Catalan
Government, the alliance has
received a SUMA grant of 185,000
euros to be developed. Juan Martin
Caballero, the alliance director,
divides his time between the two
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animal facilities and tells us about
the process.

Why this fusion?

The objective is twofold: firstly to
harmonise the management of
experimental animal use so that
everyone follows the same
international standards of animal
welfare and quality of research. And
secondly, to optimise resources at
all levels, facilities, equipment,
personnel, and so on. Also, the
alliance will boost collaboration
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between the research groups from
the two institutions thanks to the
sharing of animal models,

Christmas concert of the
PRBB choir and orchestra

The PRBB auditorium was packed
out on the day of the Christmas
concert in December. The 250 seats
were all occupied and the aisles full
of people standing up listening,
clapping, and trying to resist the
urge to start dancing.

The veteran PRBB choir, with over
eight years under its belt (making it
almost as old as the park itself), was
joined on this occasion by the

orchestra, which was set up in 2015.
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techniques and equipment, as well
as the exchange of experiences and
projects... [read more]

Two very different repertoires, the
first ranging from The Chorus to
Mamma Mia, and the second
spanning the opera Carmen to the
Radetzky march, culminating in a
jointly performed Christmas carol,

left the iublic sieechless and
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